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Ms. Washington has devoted her life 

to caring for her community, espe-
cially the elderly. She began her tenure 
at Senior Citizens Services in 1973, and 
shortly thereafter became the director 
of Fellowship Corner Senior Center on 
the south side of Fort Worth on New 
York Avenue. Here, she has provided 
care for families through multiple gen-
erations, ensuring that they are able to 
age in place with health and dignity 
through the activities and friendships 
offered at Fellowship Corner Senior 
Center. Here, she empowers older 
adults to find new friends, improve 
their health with nutrition and exer-
cise, and contribute back through vol-
unteer service. 

Most notably, Ms. Washington found-
ed a dance group known as the Steppin’ 
Grannies, which performs around the 
DFW Metroplex, giving seniors the op-
portunity to have fun while staying ac-
tive. 

For over 40 years, Ms. Washington 
has encouraged older adults through-
out Tarrant County to live with pur-
pose and independence. Next week, she 
will be given the award at the Annual 
Senior Spirits Awards, given by Senior 
Citizen Services of Tarrant County. 

Madam Speaker, again, I would like 
to congratulate Ms. Alene Washington 
and commend her for her dedication to 
Tarrant County seniors. 
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NO SUBSIDIES WITHOUT 
VERIFICATION ACT 

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN. Madam Speaker, ac-
cording to The Wall Street Journal, 
without the legislation just passed by 
this Chamber, fraudulent subsidy pay-
ments under the Affordable Care Act 
could account for $250 billion over the 
next decade. For this reason, I’m proud 
to have voted in support of H.R. 2775, 
the No Subsidies Without Verification 
Act. 

The White House has come out in 
strong opposition to this proposal, cit-
ing the fact that a program to verify 
eligibility already exists. I wonder, 
though, if a plan already exists, why 
the strong opposition to this proposal? 
And in the broader context, why the 
strong opposition to any proposal that 
seeks to create accountability with re-
spect to Federal spending? 

Across the Nation, millions of fami-
lies sit at their kitchen tables in order 
to figure out their limited finances and 
to make difficult decisions, ensuring 
that their hard-earned dollars are 
being stretched to maximum effect. 
The Federal Government, however, 
shies away from any opportunity to en-
sure the same accountability. 

Madam Speaker, Americans are tired 
of seeing their hard-earned tax dollars 
wasted through fraud. I hope to see this 
commonsense legislation signed into 
law. 

IN PRAISE OF DR. THOMAS F. 
FREEMAN: EDUCATOR, SCHOLAR, 
AND LEGENDARY COACH AND 
TEACHER OF THE ART OF DE-
BATE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
this is a great opportunity to rise 
today to salute and praise Dr. Thomas 
F. Freeman: educator, scholar, and leg-
endary coach and teacher of the art of 
debate at the historic Texas Southern 
University, supporting the historic 
Texas Southern University debate 
team. 

For those of you who have not heard 
of that team, I ask you to look closely 
at the number of awards it has received 
because of this great educator. He 
comes from a great family with a great 
wife, who is also an educator. 

Today I rise to salute him as a first- 
rank scholar, but also as a person of 
great eloquence, talent, and oration, 
someone who was inspirational to the 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and the honorable late Congresswoman 
Barbara Jordan, my predecessor. 

A prodigy himself, Dr. Freeman grad-
uated from Virginia Union University 
at 18 and went on to become a professor 
at Virginia Union before his 30th birth-
day. He would later receive degrees 
from Andover Newton Theological 
School, Harvard University, Chicago 
Divinity School, the University of Vi-
enna in Austria, and the University of 
Liberia in Africa. Dr. Freeman was 
among a group of accomplished aca-
demics of color hired by Texas South-
ern University. 

What I want to say most about Dr. 
Freeman is that he is a renaissance 
man. He’s a man of courage. He’s a 
man who broke color lines, teaching at 
Rice University for 23 years. He is a 
man that has a number of sayings that 
are so vital. One is: 

There is an ethical dimension to leader-
ship. If you do not consider ethics, then your 
leadership is hollow. 

I thank Dr. Freeman for being the 
kind of icon that America can honor. 
His leadership will be rewarded by the 
many students who have gone on to 
greatness because of his tutoring. In 
fact, even Denzel Washington was tu-
tored by Dr. Thomas Freeman. 

He is 95 years old and will be honored 
in his retirement at Texas Southern 
University tomorrow, Friday, Sep-
tember 13, 2013. However, his light will 
continue to shine, for he will continue 
to work with students and to provide 
light to those who are willing to learn. 

Thank you, Dr. Freeman, for being a 
great American and a great leader and 
a man of ethics, passion, Christianity, 
and courage. 
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INVESTIGATING BENGHAZI 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. KING) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, 
it is my privilege to be recognized to 
address you here on the floor of the 
United States House of Representa-
tives, and to do so the day after the an-
niversary of the tragic attack on 
America that took place September 11, 
2001, and the tragic attack that took 
place against Americans in Benghazi 
September 11, 2012. 

Who would have believed, Madam 
Speaker, that a full year would go by 
and we would still not have the truth, 
we would still not be to the bottom of 
the Benghazi events. We still wouldn’t 
have a timeline, we wouldn’t have a 
chronology, we wouldn’t have an au-
topsy report from Ambassador Stevens 
and others, we wouldn’t have the testi-
mony of those who were wounded and 
those who survived, and we wouldn’t 
have the full story from the adminis-
tration. And we wouldn’t have yet the 
confession from the administration 
that they willfully, I believe, mis-
informed the American people and the 
United States Congress. 

And so the individual who has taken 
the lead on this Benghazi series of 
events and called for a special select 
committee to investigate is the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF), and I 
am very pleased to yield to the leader 
on the Benghazi incident here in the 
United States Congress, Mr. WOLF of 
Virginia. 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I thank 
Mr. KING for the time. I am very grate-
ful. 

Madam Speaker, yesterday marked 
the one-year anniversary of the deadly 
attacks on the U.S. consulate and CIA 
annex in Benghazi, Libya, which took 
the lives of four Americans, and seri-
ously wounded several others. One is 
still out at Walter Reed Hospital after 
one year. 

Despite a year of investigations in 
five different House committees, most 
of the key questions about what hap-
pened in Benghazi and why no response 
was authorized by Washington remain 
unanswered. So far the Congress has 
failed. 

That is why since last November I 
have been pushing for a House select 
committee to focus on this investiga-
tion, hold public hearings, issue sub-
poenas to key witnesses and survivors, 
and produce a final report that answers 
these important questions. One hun-
dred seventy-four Republicans in the 
House have now cosponsored H. Res. 36 
to establish a select committee—three- 
quarters of the majority—and six new 
cosponsors joined this week alone. 

The select committee approach has 
been endorsed by family members of 
the Benghazi victims, the special oper-
ations community, the Federal Law 
Enforcement Officers Association, and 
the editorial page of The Wall Street 
Journal, among many other prominent 
individuals and organizations. 

I was pleased to receive a copy of a 
letter sent to the Speaker earlier this 
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